
Forgotten to Friendship
    m e e t i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o F  t h e  d i s a b l e d

Far too many children with disabilities are last in line for resources, 
especially when they are scarce to begin with. Often, these children are 
victims of violence, abuse, neglect, and deprivation. In many developing 
societies, they are forgotten.

One such example is Cesar, an adolescent boy in the Dominican Republic 
with mobility and language issues—he dropped out of school in the third 
grade because there was no way to help him learn. 

When Cesar started ICC’s new adolescent program in the Santiago area, 
he was shy and hardly spoke at all. Kids with disabilities in the Dominican 
Republic are often shunned by even their own families and have very few 
social skills.

“These youngsters need a place to get orientation and 
education,” said Trudy Bekker, ICC DR National 
Director. “If not, the kids on the streets will take 
advantage of them, and they can get into gangs.”

Thanks to our 
donors, ICC’s 
innovative program 
can gather kids 
like Cesar to 
meet twice a 
week for hours 
at a time.  

Fall 2016GI n t e r n a t i o n a l  C h i l d  C a r e  a t  W o r k  i n  T h e  D o m i n i c a n  R e p u b l i c  &  H a i t i

“Somewhere, a child is being 

told he cannot play because he 

cannot walk, or another that she 

cannot learn because she cannot 

see.  The path forward will be 

challenging. But children do 

not accept unnecessary limits. 

Neither should we.”

Anthony Lake 
Executive Director

UNICEF

Advance:
• Grace Children’s Hospital: 418520 • Integrated Community Health (Haiti): 418847
• Community Health Development Program (D.R.): 410215 • Child to Child Health Promotion: 418242

Nelbis and 
Cesar 
met in the 
adolescent 
program 
and quickly 
became best 
friends.



GCesar works on writing skills, math, and socializing, and eats 
a healthy snack, too. Recently, his teachers have noticed a big 
change in Cesar. Now, he begins the day by walking around the 
table greeting everyone with a firm handshake and big smile. 

But, even better, he has a new best friend named Nelbis.

Nelbis is fifteen.  He is lucky enough to also attend a school for 
children with disabilities in the mornings, but he loves to come 
to ICC’s program to get extra help with his writing skills and 
help the others in the group.  He says that he dreams of working 
with people with disabilities in the future.

The teachers say that they often see Cesar and Nelbis walking 
home arm-in-arm.

These individuals’ lives have been changed thanks to the support 
you give to International Child Care. The families are only 
charged $6 to attend the group, even though this only covers the 
cost of the snack—not the cost of the space or the expertise of 
the workers. Yet so many families cannot even afford the $6.

Forgotten to Friendship — continued

Welcome JenniFer  
to the icc team!

JenniFer cramer – executive director

“i am honored to partner With those giving to icc. 
please let me knoW hoW We can serve you better.” 

JenniFer@internationalchildcare.org

1-800-722-4453

Just $6 can change a liFe…
a simple $6 to icc Will cover the cost charged to a Family For a month For an 
adolescent to attend the program. donate today to give hope to children and 
adolescents living With disabilities.

María works on her 
writing skills at her 
adolescent group.



SnapShoT!  

Innocent. 

That’s the name given to all the children abandoned at  
Grace Children’s Hospital. 

Just like Antoine. He was only 6-months old when he was found 
malnourished and abandoned at Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti. 
And, while this day marks a day that he was left by someone who 
could no longer care for him, it also marks the day that he was 

invited into Grace’s large family without hesitation.

Thanks to donors, many Innocents not only receive needed healthcare—but also the love, 
support and safety needed to survive abandonment. 

These days you can find Antoine playing with children at the hospital and tugging on someone to hold him up 
and fly him like a plane in the air. Just being a child. Just being…innocent.

Antoine Innocent

race for Grace 2016
This year, Race for Grace was held on August 27 
where 60 individuals took on the challenge of bringing 
health and hope to the children we serve by riding in 
various increments of 10k to 100 miles! It was a huge 
success, bringing in more than $70,000 so far. Thanks 
to you, so many more children and families in Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic can be helped.

W e  c a n ’ T  S a Y  T h a n k S  e n o u G h !

To see photos and a thank you video from the riders, 
our staff, and the children at Grace Children’s 
Hospital, visit our Facebook page: 

           www.facebook.com/InternationalChildCare



T h a n k  Y o u  T o  o u r  r a c e  f o r  G r a c e  2 0 1 6  S p o n S o r S
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Advance:
• Grace Children’s Hospital: 418520 • Integrated Community Health (Haiti): 418847
• Community Health Development Program (D.R.): 410215 • Child to Child Health Promotion: 418242

Email: iccusa@internationalchildcare.org
www.InternationalChildCare.org
www.facebook.com/InternationalChildCare
Twitter & Instagram:@ICC_USA

* Thank you to Keith Mumma for providing the photography. 


