
No stranger to disasters, the resiliency of the Haitian people is truly inspiring. Yet again they are facing a huge 
challenge to their very survival. Having weathered so many natural disasters over the last decades, Haiti now faces an 
unprecedented economic inflation crisis which is impacting all citizens as the cost of basic items such as food and fuel 
spiral out of control.

According to the latest Consumer Price Index (CPI) calculated by the Haitian Institute of Statistics and Informatics 
(IHSI), Haiti’s overall monthly inflation rate in February 2019 accelerated up sharply, reaching 17.0% versus 11.0% 
in February 2018, due in particular to the rising price of food, clothing, fuel and other household items (all up 
approximately 20.0% over 2018), as well a 33.8% increase in health care drugs and a 16.7% increase in glasses and 
hospitalization costs.

To conceptualize the impact on families, consider that a medium size bag of rice went up 200 gourdes ($2.38 USD), 
with a gallon of gas approximately $3.00. When the government attempted to sharply increase the price of fuel earlier 
this year, this triggered widespread protests throughout the country. With the average annual income of most Haitians 
estimated at just $1800 (USD), the escalating prices are clearly beyond the reach of the vast majority of people, 
resulting in widespread hardship and hunger.
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GCH Public Relations Coordinator Robenson Lucceus using food stamps to purchase rice at a local grocer. Food prices are up 
more than 20% over 2018.
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Crisis continued from page 1

This level of inflation continues without a clear end in 
sight, resulting in ongoing social unrest and severe eco-
nomic constraints.

Grace Children’s Hospital has felt the impact, with many 
of its own staff being challenged to feed themselves and 
their families. Higher prices have also made it challeng-
ing to operate the facility and provide meals for inpa-
tients and staff.

To offset this crisis, International Child Care provided 
emergency funds in February, doubling our monthly 
contribution with an additional $15,000 to help relieve 
the current financial burden.  According to National 
Director Josette Bijou, M.D., the additional dollars pro-
vided:

• Emergency funds of 2000 and 3000 gourdes each 
($23.94-35.91 USD) for 206 employees, which were 
used for transportation fees (Tap taps, taxis or fuel 
for personal vehicles)
• $8000 USD to buy food stamps From Delimart 
and Giant Market, which were also distributed to the 
staff
• The balance was used to buy:

•  Six trucks of water for the hospital
•  Fuel for the ambulance
•  Oxygen tanks for the inpatients
•  Propane gas for the kitchen
•  Food products for the inpatients

These emergency funds were critical in February during 
the height of the crisis, enabling GCH to provide unin-
terrupted care. From January to March, the staff main-
tained its high level of service, which included:

• 11,601 patients seen in outpatient clinics 
• 9,432 lab procedures
• 618 X-rays
• 1,444 vaccinations

It is unclear how long the current economic conditions 
will persist. Your donations have and will make a huge 
difference. Please consider making a special gift to help 
GCH maintain its much-needed level of care during this 
turbulent time.

Please send your gifts to the ICC/USA office at 1100 
N. Main St., #103D, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 or go to our 
website at InternationalChildCare.org to donate online.

ICC USA provided $15,000 USD in emergency funds, of 
which $8,000 USD was used to purchase food stamps.

A portion of the ICC USA Emergency funds were used 
to buy food for inpatients.

http://InternationalChildCare.org


advoCatIng agaInst vIolenCe

In March, approximately 115 women safely gathered 
in the meeting facility at Grace Children’s Hospital 
to recognize International Women’s Day 2019. The 
event included a cultural program as well as a training 
session, “Violence based on gender and the importance 
of women in the community.” 

Historically, Haiti has had one of the highest rates of 
reported violence against women in the world. A 2009 
paper by the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights states that over 90 percent of Haitian women 
have experienced some form of violence in their lives.

The program explored ways to counteract gender-
based violence and violence in families. It was organized by the Integrated Community Health program of Grace 
Children’s Hospital and Health Project, which is funded by the Caris Foundation. 

International Child Care and Grace Children’s Hospital are dedicated to the safety and well-being of women and 
families. Your support is needed to ensure that these types of educational programs continue. Please donate to 
Grace Children’s Hospital today!

Approximately 115 women met at GCH in March to 
celebrate International Womens Day 2019.

Senior Pastor Tommy Brumett visiting inpatients 
at Grace Children’s Hospital.

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your faithful support of Grace Children’s Hospital. 
The situation in Haiti continues to be dire with food and fuel 
shortages. Last month, the USA Board of Grace Children’s Hospital 
sent an emergency infusion of $15,000 to provide food for the 
patients and staff of GCH, however donations are needed for 
continued support. 

In this season of Lent I ask you to make a special Lenten offering to 
Grace Children’s Hospital. My congregation, First United Methodist 
Church in McKinney, Texas will be making sacrificial offerings for 
GCH as our Lenten focus. We have asked people to make an offering 
to GCH rather than buying lilies. Please join us in making substantial 
gifts.

Grace Children’s Hospital continues to faithfully serve with limited 
resources in challenging circumstances. I implore you and your 
churches to join us and First UMC McKinney in supporting Grace 
Children’s Hospital at this critical time.

Please send your gifts to the ICC/USA office at 1100 N. Main St., #103D, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 or visit 
InternationalChildCare.org and click the green Donate button located at the top right of the screen. 

Blessings,

Dr. Thomas O. Brumett 
Senior Pastor, First United Methodist Church McKinney 
Vice President, Grace Children’s Hospital, USA

https://internationalchildcareusa.networkforgood.com/projects/20124-general-donation-page
https://internationalchildcareusa.networkforgood.com/projects/20124-general-donation-page
http://InternationalChildCare.org
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As we enter Spring, the Race for Grace cycling 
team again begins its training for the Hotter’N 
Hell 100 in Wichita Falls, TX, an endurance 
fundraising event that the team will participate in 
to raise money for Grace Children’s Hospital in 
Haiti.
 
At ICC, we thank the riders and encourage our 
donors to generously support their efforts, which 
fund GCH programs serving children and families 
living in Haiti. You can also participate by joining 
the team, helping to make it bigger and better than 
ever! Riders are expected to raise a minimum of 
$250, which qualifies for a Race for Grace jersey, 
housing for out-of-town participants and lunch in 
the Race for Grace tent at the Finish Line Village. 

Please go to InternationalChildCare.org/racefor-
grace to register for the event.  Be sure to check 
the site for details as they unfold. 

Please mark your calendar for August 24, 2019 - 
and if you have any questions, please feel free to 
reach out to Jeannine Hatt, jhattmd@gmail.com 
or 903-870-6709 or raceforgrace@international-
childcare.org.

Race for Grace Teammates brave the Texas heat at Hotter 
‘N Hell 100 to raise awareness, funds for Grace Children’s
Hospital in Haiti.

SAVE THE DATE:
RAcE foR GRAcE

AuGuST 24, 2019

GCH Statistics Report: January – March, 2019  
• Patients seen in outpatient clinics :  11,601
• Patients tested for HIV: 812
• Laboratory tests done: 9432
• X-rays performed: 618
• Children vaccinated: 1444
• Number of education sessions: 303
• Number of education participants: 4966
• Home visits conducted: 536
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